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[Original] DESCRIPTION 1^ 1 9 2007 

BACKGROUND ART 

{0001] 1. Field of the Invention 

[0002] This invention pertains in general to feedinn ar,i»=i=, 
encertain both pet and owner. 
[0003] 2. Description of the Related Art 

With a dwindling amount of free time to interact with their nets th.., 

\ encourages the .animal- to use i?s sJqht and 

llrlllJ'l'/tT scattering pet food arf inadequate for a 

variety of reasons. For example, if .a dog owner int6>nd^ rr, -fL^ 

tl^T'rj'^^' scattering kibble arot^n^thrbaSkJarl L ^^^^ ""^ 
likely take a handful of food, walk around the yard sorinklinot? 

xs\^;rf;t'"^'^''"'^" ""^^^^^^ "'"^^ ^° retr^Jv^ltS^r ha^Sm JhSre 
IS no practical way to measure the amount of food which is bcina 
delivered, and this met^hpd requires .nultiple trips. ^ 

BEST MODE "' 

Which whifs^ar^r'p'^ric,"? s\Lf:ctwS'.'rrr 

DESCKIPTION OF DRAWINGS 

10009, FIG. 1 i3 . View Of one e»bodl»,„t ot th. p,„e„t Indention 
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io°scitt"r-dog1^oS'~^ -bodi.ent of the present invention being used 
DISCLOSURE 

sSt?:f :;H:er?o^°^' ^ ^^^^^^ - 

(0014] in the embodiment of the animal food distributor depicted in FIG 
1, the user places food into the top of the hopper 101, and pio pels the 
invention using the handle 100. As the wheels 103 turn geiron tL 
axle (visible in FIG. 2) rotate the center peg 106 ^his dotation of 
the center peg 106 actuates the internal mechanism (deJribed in derail 
below) whxch releases food nuggets through the funnel 104? K. JSe 
wh!^r H ^^^"^^^^ "''^^^ attached, the nug^ts fall -onto the 

wheel and are scattered in different directions ff the distribution 
wheel xs not attached, the food falls to the ground in a reJaSveir 
straight line, trailing the invention. . .. i^^iatively 

[0015] As shown in FIG. 1, the illustrated 'e4odiment of the invention 
.includes a handle 100 affixed to the .ide of efte^ hoppe? iS A user 
uses the handle 100 to propel the invention and ^theref ore cause the 
wheels to rotate and the food to dispense. In therSluJtraJeS 
embodiment, the handle has a "T" sh^p^, although -in oSerembodiments ' 
of the present invention the handle lcart ha^ve-a^differenrshaDrsuch L 
a shaft, a steering wheel, or a molded .^ripr r " ^"^^^ ^""^^ 

innJ^^ depicted in FIG. 1 is shaped to hold the animal 



FIG. 1, the 



[0017] As j^ef;jn:.the embodiment of the invention shown in 

TrturSnr;^h: f ^^^^ ^^^-^^'^^^ a\:Snt:i axle 106. 

dlstrl^tSI ?L '"h '^k "J^'^^-"^-- "hi-h dispenses and " 

the whefi^s^ may be larger or smaller than those depicted in FIG. 1. 
(0018] Thev.fVnbodiment of the Invention pictured in rrr i , 



in use. 
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InveniioJ In tlT. ^^ t ! ' workings of one en>boclin,ent of the 

invention In this illustration, the hopper 101 is shown as if it were 
transparent. In general, food placed into the hopper 101 lists on too 
ouned controller 203. As the invenMon is p^^h^d or 

pulled, the turning wheels 103 actuate gears 207, which rotate the 

20^%^''"? ""^^ """'""^ ^^'^ ^"^P^^^^ its ritation fo JJe s^Lrer 

204 the food controller 203, and the distribution wheel 105. tJe 

itlTaTr- T ^""'^^^il^^ 203 rotates, a hole 210 in the controller 
periodically lines up with a hole 210 in the bottom of the hopper 101 
allowing a piece of food to fall through. The stirrer 204 Keeps the 
pxeces Of food moving in the bottom of the hopper 101, ensuring that 
Ihl fall through when appropriate. In ;his embodiment of 

the invention, when a piece of food is released, it comes out of the 

7J."^Zt T."- ^""^ distribution Wheel Ss wMch 

• randomly scatters the food as it rotates. . ' 

10021] As depicted in FIG. 2, the distribution controller 203- -is 

nnT .^L^""^ h°PP^^- i« attached to the center pea 

106, and thus rotates as the center peg rotate.^. In the illustrated 
embodiment of the invention, the distribution.controller 203 has one 
large hole 210, which, as it rotates, periodically lines up witS tTe 
TlilrnV. l f ^^"^ locatea above the funnel iS^! In 

hi?n f einbodiments of the invention, the disi 203 may have multiple 
Tffl'rina\ToTllT."''^ food releases, or smaller ...holeJ to accommodate 
aid able t^ hf ^1 ^'r^: Alternatively, the drsc may be removable 
and able to be replaced by discs p,f^ different configurations. 

[0022 J As seen in the embodiment of the' irive^ition illustrated in FTP ? 

a^tacJed't^ ^''^^^ controller disc 203 and L 

attached to the center peg 106. Thus, when the center peg 106 rotates 
the stirrer 204 sweeps across the bottom of the hopper ?01 This 
ensures that when the s.uj,giy of food runs low, the ^eLlning pJJiets 

10023] The ^iil^i^ra ted embodiment in FIG. 2 includes a f„nnoi u- v 

is used i^^ii =*-4-r P^®sent in alternate embodiments. When it 

wfth It' T& fcoS n ^ thus rotates a^ojj 

Wheel ^05 In t^f Llus'trSed ^''P^"" ^^^^ ^^o til 



c^rm%i^-\u^\\e-^^^^d-ff™^ -o^irnT;;^- m^t"?;;r: dividers, 

illustrated in IjG 2 ""^"^^^"^ «">ounts, or configurations than 

io%'\'Lit\vSt\^^rt\rwj^e\3'"\^^^^ f r;'- ^ ^-^^^^^^ ^^-^ 

These gear, transfer the roJatlon of the wheeraxi: "^21:%^' ■ 
IS m motion, into a rotation of the center cea^Jfi' ^^^^^he invention 
embodiment, the gears are covered by :%"ph:rSl'protict!e: it^Tllt . 



<^3^'B0 ^.D 61 ^^M 
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Other embodiments may use a casing of a different shape, or may not use 
a casing at ail. 

[0026] FIG. 3 depicts a view of one embodiment of the invention, as 
seen looking down into the top of the hopper 101. The center peg 106 is 
attached to the stirrer 204, and the controller disc 203. As previously 
described, the controller disc 203 and stirrer 204 rotate along with 
the center peg 106, causing the hole 210 in the controller disc 203 to 
periodically line up with a hole at the bottom of the hopper 101, at 
which point a piece of food is released. 

[0027] FIG. 4 depicts an example of how an embodiment of the invention 
might be used to feed a dog. In this embodiment, the user pulls the 
animal food distributor forward, actuating the distribution mechanism 
and causing kibble to be scattered in random directions, -pie dog is 
entertained by seeking out each piece of kibble to e^t . 

[0028] The above description is included to illustrate the operation of 
the preferred embodiments and is not meant to limit the scope of the 
invention. The scope of the invention is to be' limited only by the 
following claims. From the above discussion,;? many variations will be 
apparent to one skilled in the relevant art'".tljiat:= would yet be 
encompassed by the spirit and scope of the inve;;it.j.on. 
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